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The Cross means different things to different people today. 
For some it is a piece of jewelry that is worn around 
someone’s neck, or dangled from someone’s ears. For some it 
is a symbol of their deep faith and religious commitment. For 
many Christians around the world the Cross takes the form 
of life-threatening persecution where Bibles are burned, 
churches are destroyed and Christians are assaulted. There is 
both a beauty and a brutality about the Cross.  

Jesus walked the way of the Cross. You and I as followers of Jesus are people of 
the Cross. The Apostle Paul puts it this way when he says we are people who are, 
“…always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, so that the life of 
Jesus also may be manifested in our body.” 2 Corinthians 4: 10 Jesus…” 
That is a remarkable statement in that Paul assumes that in our flesh and bones 
Jesus lives in us and we somehow carry the body of the dying Jesus with us. Paul 
illumines this in 1 Corinthians 15:31 when he makes this short declaration, “…I 
die daily.” And in Romans 8:36 Paul says, Just as it is written (Quoting from 
Psalm 44:22), “FOR YOUR SAKE WE ARE BEING PUT TO DEATH ALL DAY 
LONG; WE WERE CONSIDERED AS SHEEP TO BE SLAUGHTERED.”  

What does all of this mean, carrying the dying body of Jesus in us, and dying 
daily and being put to death all day long? Paul means to tell us that just as 
Jesus voluntarily and willing suffered and died on the Cross, so we as His follow-
ers willingly and voluntarily die to ourselves and carry the cross of Jesus daily.  

This means there is a cost to following Jesus. Many people think taking up Jesus’ 
cross is only about making minor adjustments to our lives. What cross do I carry? 
Well we might think of our troublesome boss or troublesome family member. We 
might think of an illness, a disease or a disability as a cross we have to bear. A 
cross is a choice we make, a choice to walk in the steps of Jesus and embrace His 
life. It means loving those who love us and loving those who hate us. It means 
caring for those who are easy to care for and caring for those that is hard to care 
for. It means we live a life of sacrificial love toward others and in the name of 
Jesus.  

This past week I had the chance to read the book, The Way of the Dragon or the Way 
of the Lamb. It is a very humbling book that talks about living in the way of the 
Lamb of God – Jesus, instead of living in the way of the world with all of its em-
phasis on power and status and celebrity. In the book the authors spend time 
with the late Eugene Peterson who has written many books but most notably The 
Message, his translation of the Bible. As they talk with Peterson they come to see 
that carrying a cross involves cultivating relationships with each other and with 
outsiders. We need to lean into relationships with people inside and outside of the 
church. Living a sacrificial life is about being with other people and caring for 
them in the way Jesus would care for them.  
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We live in a world that is often marked by violence and racism and poverty and 
greed and a quest for power. We see it paraded across the news on a nightly basis 
where people damage each other and manipulate each other and take advantage 
of others and “the system.” The way of the cross teaches us to live different lives. 
The way of the cross is about having lives marked by, “compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience,” (Colossians 3:12). It is marked by a will-
ingness to forgive each other (Colossians 3:13) and loving each other 
(Colossians 3:14). We are marked by the word of God richly dwelling in us 
(Colossians 3:16) and whatever we do in word or deed we do it all in the 
name of Jesus (Colossians 3:17) 

As we approach Holy Week and we remember Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusa-

lem, and we remember the Last Supper Jesus had with His disciples, and we re-

member the crucifixion and resurrection of Jesus, may we be reminded of the 

costly choices Jesus made for us. And just as Jesus walked the way of the cross so 

too may we deny ourselves and take up the cross and follow Him. (Luke 9:23) 

In Jesus Love 

Pastor Howard 

Save the date: Common Cup Ministries 
Annual Meeting will be an open house 
at the Common Cup Thrift Store (712 
1/2 11th St. E) in downtown Glencoe 
on Thursday, April 11th from 4:00-
6:00 pm. Stop by the open house to 
see the thrift store and learn about the 
ministries of Common Cup.  

Spring warm winter coat collec-
tion going on now through May 17th. 
Children’s warm coats, snowpants, 
boots and mittens are being collect-
ed. If your child has outgrown his or 
her winter wear please consider donat-
ing them to Common Cup!  

Benefit Concert for Common Cup:  
the West Central Men's 
Chorus will be perform-
ing two presentations of 
"Behold Our God" with 
freewill donations going 
to support the ministries of Common 
Cup.  

Sun., March 31 2:00 p.m. First Chris-
tian Reformed Church Prinsburg 

Sun., April 7 2:00 p.m. Vineyard Unit-
ed Methodist Church Hutchinson 

Jessica Stritesky is our Common Cup 
representative, and would be glad to 
speak with you if you have questions 
about these events or the ministry it-
self. 

Scrap & Craft 
Spring is here, when things are new and fresh. Why not try a fresh, new project at 
this month’s Scrap & Craft? Join us this month April 12 & 13.  

April 12      Friday night 4:00-10:00  Brown Bag Supper  
April 13       Saturday 9:00-4:00 Share dinner 

Easter Activities 
Easter can be a busy time. Please make note of our scheduled activities.  

Sunday, April 14th, 10:00 AM – Palm Sunday Worship 
Friday, April 19th, 7:00 PM – Community Good Friday Service at Oak Heights 
Covenant Church 
Sunday, April 21st, 8:45 AM – 9:45 AM – Easter Breakfast 
Sunday, April 21st, 10:00 AM – Easter Worship Service 

 

 

April in the  
Library 

Easter is this month , and 
our focus naturally turns to 
Jesus - His life, death and 
resurrection. This month in 
the library we are featuring 2 
books that can help you 

know Jesus better. “The Case for 
Christ” came from the author’s at-
tempt to disprove the truth of the 
Bible, and in the process became a 
Christian. This best-selling book was 
made into a movie in 2017. 

In “More Than a Carpen-
ter” Josh McDowell' exams 
the true nature of Christ 
and his impact on our lives. 
Get to know Jesus better 
with one of these books this 
month. 

Read Through the Bible   

Join us as we read through the Bible in 2019 – A schedule of readings for each day will be in each weeks bulletin, each 
month’s newsletter.  You may also pick up a schedule for the full year in the foyer.   

1: Judges 13-15; Luke 6:27-49 9: 1 Sam 13-14; Luke 10:1-24 17: 2 Sam 1-2; Luke 14:1-24 25: 2 Sam 21-22; Luke 18:24-43 

2: Judges 16-18; Luke 7:1-30 10: 1 Sam 15-16; Luke 10:25-42 18: 2 Sam 3-5; Luke 14:25-35 26: 2 Sam 23-24; Luke 19:1-27 

3: Judges 19-21; Luke 31-50 11: 1 Sam 17-18; Luke 11:1-28 19: 2 Sam 6-8; Luke 15:1-10 27: 1 King 1-2; Luke 19:28-48 

4: Ruth 1-4; Luke 8:26-56 12: 1 Sam 19-21; Luke 11:29-54 20: 2 Sam 9-11; Luke 15:11-31 28: 1 King 3-5; Luke 20:1-26 

5: 1 Sam 1-3; Luke 8:26-56 13: 1 Sam 22-24; Luke 12:1-31 21: 2 Sam 12-13; Luke 16 29: 1 King 6-7; Luke 20:27-47 

6: 1 Sam 4-6; Luke 9:1-17 14: 1 Sam 25-26; Luke 12:32-59 22: 2 Sam 14-15; Luke 17: 1-19 30: 1 King 8-9; Luke 21:1-19 

7: 1 Sam 7-9; Luke 9:18-36 15: 1 Sam 27-29; Luke 13:1-22 23: 2 Sam 16-18; Luke 17:20-37  

8: 1 Sam 10-12; Luke 9:37-62 16: 1 Sam 30-31; Luke 13:23-35 24: 2 Sam 19-20; Luke 18:1-23  


