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Village Creek  
Bible Camp 
Hope you enjoy these photos from 
Junior Camp 3. 

Ladies’ Bible Study 
We will be doing a study by Jen Wilkin on the attributes of 
God:  None Like Him: 10 Ways God Is Different from Us (and 
Why That's a Good Thing) 
We will meet each Thursday at Noon and 7:00 PM beginning Sep-
tember 19th through November 21st.  Contact the church office if 
you would like a book.   

As people with limited understanding, we tend to imagine a heaven-
ly Father who is like us. This study reminds us that our Creator possesses many 
attributes we don't---and that's a good thing! Take a closer look at the God who is 
infinitely knowable, creative, able to provide, timeless, unchanging, powerful, 
wonderful, and more.   
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Peter Haas has written a book titled: “KEEP CALM AND 
GO BACK TO CHURCH.” In an online article he talks 
about, “The Jaw Dropping Benefits of Church Attendance.” 
In the article he gives some statistical benefits for those who 
attend church including: 

Significantly Lower Risk of Depression  

Better Time and Life Management  

Better Grades/Higher Education Prospects  

Significantly Lower Risk of Death/Longer life Expectancy 

You can find the full article here at: https://www.peterhaas.org/the-jaw-dropping
-benefits-of-church-attendance/   

Are there benefits to going to church? The Bible says in Hebrews 10:24 -25,  ”…
and let us consider how to stimulate one another to love and good 
deeds,  not forsaking our own assembling together, as is the habit of some, 
but encouraging one another; and all the more as you see the day drawing 
near.” The church is really a community of faith, believers who are seeking to 
live out the things Jesus taught us and demonstrated in His life. The focus is on 
being together, on genuine fellowship, on conversation in small groups and Bible 
studies, on worship and on helping those without a relationship to Jesus see what 
that means for their lives. The church is supposed to be a community of people 
who actually live their lives according to the teaching of the Good News of the 
Gospel. And it is to be a community where the poor and the hurting and the sick 
are all welcomed and supported. I know that sounds like quite an ideal but it is to 
this we are called. The church can have significant benefits, maybe even many of 
those that are listed above by Peter Haas. So it is important that we do not for-
sake, “…our own assembling together, as is the habit of some…”  

My goal is to “stimulate you in love and good deeds,” and encourage you to 
be a part of the community of believers here at Hunters Ridge.  If I could encour-
age you further, I would like to encourage you to not just attend but to participate 
also. Church attendance alone gives the impression that it is something we “go 
to” rather than a community “we belong to.”  The impact upon our lives is signif-
icantly greater when we are connected with other people and involved in their 
lives. Faith is supposed to touch every part of our lives and if we just attend, it is 
easy to see the church as just one more thing among so many other things in our 
lives.  

Another thing I would like to encourage is that you take your church home with 
you. In our church community we pray, we sing, we read the Bible, we share with 
one another. You can do those same things at home: you can pray, you can sing, 
you can read the Bible or other good books about the Bible; you can connect 

From the Pastor’s Pen…. 

Issue 18.9  

https://www.peterhaas.org/the-jaw-dropping-benefits-of-church-attendance/
https://www.peterhaas.org/the-jaw-dropping-benefits-of-church-attendance/


 

 

with your friends from the church community or your neighbors.   

Much of what I am sharing was shared in a blog by our regional minister, Dr. Jim 
Renke and I thought it would be of encouragement to you. https://
jimrenke.com/2019/06/18/getting-kids-to-stay-in-church/ 

My hope is that you hear my words knowing that Christians need the fellowship 
of others of like mind. A great identifying mark of the church is that members 
have love for one another. Jesus said in John 13:34 - 35, “A new command-
ment I give to you, that you love one another, even as I have loved you, 
that you also love one another. By this all men will know that you are My 
disciples, if you have love for one another.” We can love and serve one anoth-
er as we come together as Jesus’ community of followers. It is really important to 
be consistent around the things of God and the people of God. May we walk side 
by side as brothers and sisters in Christ.  And who knows what benefits you may 
reap from our community of brothers and sisters. 

Please know that I love you and want to help all of us live on mission for Jesus.   

Pastor Howard 

Thank you for your generous do-
nations of items for the Back to 
School Supply Drive. Backpacks 
and supplies were distributed Au-
gust 21st to more than 550 stu-
dents in McLeod County. The 
drive’s goal is to assure that local 
children in need return to school 
with the basic supplies needed for 
the school year. Thank you for 

The bright colors of fall are starting to 

show their pretty faces!  Ladies, bring 

your colors...be they crayons, colored 

pencils, paints, paper, yarn or whatev-

er you have and join other like mined 

friends on Friday, Sept. 13th  4-10 

p.m. and Saturday 10-4.  Friday is al-

ways Brown Bag Supper and Saturday 

we are going back to the POTLUCK 

lunch. Bring a friend and let's have a 

Fall 
Scrap  
& Craft 

This year’s church picnic did not go 
quite as planned, thanks to threaten-
ing weather. 
Instead of at 
the park, the 
picnic was 
held at the 
church in 
the fellowship hall. All in all, it was a 
success! 

Church Picnic 

Sunday School Begins September 8 
Sunday School for children begins with the preschool class, 2 year olds through 
kindergarten.  Subjects studied this fall will be: Jesus Shows His Love, Jesus’ 

Friends Show His Love and Jesus’ Friends Help Others.  
Stephine Paech will be the teacher .  We are in need of a 
substitute for this class.  The elementary class, 1st – 4th 
grades, will be taught by Terri Larson with Annie Frey as the 
substitute.  The Middle School class, 5th – 7th grades, will be 

taught by Phil Remington with Natalya Zherdetsky as the substitute.  These clas-
ses will be looking at: Jesus is our Friend and Savior, Living a Godly Life and 
Getting Along.  These classes meet in the Sunday School wing of the church. 

The High School Class, 8th – 12th grades, will continue with their study of each 
book of the Bible with video curriculum from The Bible Project. 
Dave & Dawn Ashburn will be teaching this class.  Gary & Brenda 
Van De Steeg are substitutes for this class..They will be meeting in 
the conference room.  

The College and Adult class will become a part of “The Gospel Project,” curricu-
lum specifically geared toward pointing adults to the gospel of Jesus Christ. 

Through weekly Bible studies and additional resources, adults 
can discover how God’s plan of redemption unfolds through-
out Scripture and still today, compelling them to join the mis-
sion of God. This fall we will be studying, “A nation divid-

ed, a captive people, and a future hope.” The kingdoms of Israel and Judah 
may have been home to God’s chosen people, but as the events told in 1–2 
Kings and the Major Prophets unfolded, God’s covenant with Abraham was easi-
ly forgotten. Fortunately, good news thrives in adversity. We will follow the 
thread of redemption through the divided and conquered kingdoms of Israel and 
Judah and see how it all points to Jesus. Teachers for this study will include: Ga-
len Houk, Rick Larson, Ben Stritesky and Gordon Houk. This class will meet in 
the sanctuary.  

 

 

In the Library in 
September 
Men - this month the library is espe-
cially for you! Come check out the 
books by authors such as Charles 
Swindoll, Dr. James Dobson, Gary 
Smalley and others dealing with issues 
particular to you. Some of the titles 
include: “Man to Man”, “Twice Par-

doned,” “America’s Last 
Call,” “Strengthening Your 
Grip,” and “Once a Warri-
or.” Take time to read one 
this month! 

Read Through the Bible   

Join us as we read through the Bible in 2019 – A schedule of readings for each day will be in each weeks bulletin, each 
month’s newsletter.  You may also pick up a schedule for the full year in the foyer.   

1: Ps 135-136; 1 Cor 12 9: Prov 6-7; 2 Cor 2 17: Prov 27-29; 2 Cor 10 25: Song 6-8; Gal 4 

2: Ps 137-139; 1 Cor 13 10: Prov 8-9; 2 Cor 3 18: Prov 30-32; 2 Cor 11:1-15 26: Is 1-2; Gal 5 

3: Ps 140-142; 1 Cor 14:1-20 11: Prov 10-12; 2 Cor 4 19: Ecc 1-3; 2 Cor 11:16-33 27: Is 3-4; Gal 6 

4: Ps 143-145; 1 Cor 14:21-40 12: Prov 13-15; 2 Cor 5 20: Ecc 4-6; 2 Cor 12 28: Is 9-10; Eph 1 

5: Ps 146-147; 1 Cor 15:1-28 13: Prov 16-18; 2 Cor 6 21: Ecc 7-9; 2 Cor 13 29: Is 7-8; Eph 2 

6: Ps 148-150; 1 Cor 15:29-58 14: Prov 19-21; 2 Cor 7 22: Ecc 10-12; Gal 1 30: IS 9-10; Eph 3 

7: Prov 1-2; 1 Cor 16 15: Prov 22-24; 2 Cor 8 23: Song 1-3; Gal 2  

8: Prov 3-5; 2 Cor 1 16: Prov 25-26; 2 Cor 9 24: Song 4-5; Gal 3  

Bike 2 Camp 
Thanks to everyone who donated to 

Bike2Camp.  It was a great success!!  

The Bike Ride raise over $31,000 for 

the camp with the purpose of building 

staff housing at the camp! 
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